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The Company's Stock, as well as 
Credit, being now exhauſted, their 
Iforts muſt neceſſarily be abandoned 
tis Year without your Interpoſition. 
dould the French, who are reſuming 
Fiber Guimey Trade with Vigour, be- 
Jome our Succeſſors on the Gold Coaſt, 
J'iby ſhould we expect better Uſage from 
Item there than we met with on the 
um Coaſt ? With the Forts, we mult 
Joſe that Trade on which the Proſperity 

I our Sugar Colonies chiefly depends. 
It 1s therefore your Intereſt to peti- 
Jon the Parliament, that ſpeedy and 
Hectual Meaſures be taken to prevent 
e Loſs of this valuable Branch of our 
mmerce. If you neglect this Op- 
Wortunity, it is more than probable 
u will never have another; and 
Fould a Diminution of your Fortunes 
Flue from ſuch Neglect, you can with 
FT Decency complain, as you are warn- 
Hof your Danger. Truſt not to the 
Freak and ſelfiſh Efforts of a Bankrupt 
$ompany, whoſe Credit with the Legi- 
; ſlature 
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flature can be no greater than wit 
yourſelves, but ſhew that you are really 
ſolicitous about your own and the Na. 
tion's Welfare, and you cannot fail of 

Succeſs. Wiſhing you may purſue the Jo 
Meaſures moſt conducive to the general 


Good of the African Trade, I remain, 


» * 


Gentlemen,  . _ 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


— p . . . Serine. 


y the Britiſh Merchants trad. 
ing to Africa, and the Ame- 
rican Colonies. 


entlemen, 


HE following Sheets were written, 

not only to detect the iniquitous 
Practices of the African Directors, but 
ikewiſe to ſhew the Utility of our Forts 
Ind Settlements on the Coaſt of Guiney, 
Ihen put upon a right Eſtabliſhment ; 
ind therefore can be addreſſed to none 
o properly as to you. 

The Plan I have laid down, for ren- 
tering theſe Forts moſt ſubſervient to 
Ihe Trade, is ſimple ; and the Expence 
mall: It neceſſarily excludes all Job- 
Jing, and renders embezzling the public 
i Money 
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Money extremely difficult. For the 
very Reaſons I expect to hear it de. 
cried by Thoſe, and the Tools of Theſe 
who, though African Directors, are yet 
ignorant of the Importance of their own 
Poſſeſſions, never having ſeem'd to con: 
ſider them in any other Light (if we may 
judge by their Writings) than as Mean 
to draw Money from the Parliament 
and put it into their own Pockets. In 


all thoſe Pamphlets which they have 
publiſh'd, where the Falſhoods are ay 
numerous as the Pages, the great Argu- 
ment for maintaining our African Settle: 
ments is not once, that I have ſeen, 0 
much as hinted at. The Motives of 
theſe People in Writing were not to 
promote any general Good; their Do- 


ctrines, and their Demands, were al 


ways inconſiſtent with the Intereſt of 
the ſeparate Traders: Hence that per- 
petual Oppoſition to the Company, which 
always will ſubſiſt, till the Dread of 
railing a new Joint-Stock be intirely va- 


niſhed. 
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„ | | OF THE 

Proceedings and Practices 

; OF THE 

I DIRECTOR 
OF THE 


AFRICAN COMPANY. 


HE firſt Traders to the Gold Coaſt 
of Africa found the Natives igno- 
rant and barbarous. 'The adyanta- 
geous Barter of European Commo- 


dities for Slaves, Gold, and Ivory, firſt induced 
the Portugueſe, and, after them, the Engliſb, 
Dutch, Danes, and Brandenburghers, to en- 


ter into Treaties with the Natives for Liberty 


J to build Forts at the different Landing- places, 
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in order to trade in the Abſence of Ships, and 
to ſecure their Perſons and Goods, againſt any 


Attempts on either. The Expences of build- 


ing and ſupporting theſe Forts being too great for 
private Merchants, Companies were every-where 
erected with excluſive Privileges, Theſe Com- 
panics either defrayed the Expence of the Forts 
out of the Profits of their own Trade, or by 
the Taxes they levied upon private Adventu- 
rers. 

After the Exchange made betwixt Portu- 
gal and Holland, of the Continent of Braz/ 
for the Gold Coaſt of Africa, and the ercQing 
the preſent Royal African Company of Eng. 
land, the two Companies of England and 
Holland became the great Rivals in this Com- 
merce. The N umber and Trade of the Forts 
increaſed ; the Negrocs of the adjacent Coun- 
tries, whoſe Genius led them to Trathck, went 
and ſettled under their Protection. Theſe Peo- 
ple, as Brokers and Interpreters betwixt the 
white Men in the Forts, and the inland Mer- 
_ chants (for which they had a ſmall Commil- 
ſion on each Barter) ſoon became numer- 
ous and rich; That raiſed the Envy of their in- 
land Neighbours, who often made War upon 
them; but being protected by the Forts they 
could not be come at, and the Intereſt of all 
Parties, that the Trade ſhould not be interrupt- 
ed, ſoon obliged them to make up their Dit- 
ferences. 


The 
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The Negro Towns, which lie under the 
Guns of European Forts have ſo long enjoyed 
their own Laws and Government, that they 
are now looked upon as ſo many ſepatate in- 
dependent States, and are treated with accord- 


ingly. It is neither to their Numbers nor 


Riches they owe their Security, but to the 
Protection of the Forts alone. Were they 
abandoned, they muſt fall a Prey to the Aya- 
rice and Barbarity of their inland Neighbours, 
who have long cnvicd their Security, and want 


only a Probability of Succeſs to attack them 


(1). Therefore the Engliſb and Datch, who 
are 


(1) The Conduct of Cumby, known to Europeans by 
the Name of 7ohn Cabeſs, * Commenda, fully proves 
e was the moſt powerful 
Negro on the Gold Coaſt, having a large Quantity of 
Gold Duſt, and near 3000 Men fit to bear Arms, moſtly 
his own Slaves; yet, upon quarreling with the Dutch, and 
being refuſed their Protection, he had no Way left to ſave 
himſelf from Deſtrution, but to invite the Engliſh to 
build their preſent Fort at Commenda, towards the Ex- 
pence of which he largely contributed, and had it finiſhed 
in a very ſhort Time. After he found himſelf ſecure, he 
ſet the Dutch at Defiance, and was highly reſpected by all 
his Neighbours. He now lies buried in the Fort there. 
In his Grave is a Parcel of Gold, to the Amount of ſeve- 
ral hundred Pounds, which can never be touched by his 
Family, except in Times of the laſt Extremity. If we 
ſhould abandon that ſacred Depoſit, we can never expect 
to be forgiven. | | 
I appeal to ſuch as are acquainted with this Coaſt, if 
our Forts are not abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſervation 
of the following People: Diæxcove and Succondee protect 
the Hantahs againſt the Aſbantees and Warſaws : Com- 
| "2 3 | menda 


al 


are poſſeſſed of Forts in that Country, muſt either 
keep them or give up all Connexions with the 
Inhabitants, who, on our leaving them, would 
be obliged to call in the French 1 to chi Aſſiſt- 
ance. The abandoning Thoſe whoſe Anceſ- 
rors have been baricd in our Forts, or under 
our Guns; whoſe Education has led them to 
worſhip, as Deities, the Rocks, the Woods 


and Lakes around the Places of their Nativity; 


who, from their Infancy, have been taught our 
Language, and are acquainted with our Man- 
ners; who have been accuſtomed to the Wear 
of our Manufactures, and the Uſe of our Li- 
quors, and forcing them to claim the Protec- 
tion of a Nation, to whoſe Speech and Cuſtoms 
they are utter Strangers; I ſay, the obliging 
them to This, cannot fail of proving fatal to a 
Commerce, on which the Welfare of our Su- 
gar Colonies chiefly depends. The Reſent— 


menda guards its Town's People againſt the ſame Enemies. 
Cape Coaſt defends the Town, which is very large; and, 

if Need were, would likewiſe afford Shelter to the „ 
and Sabres, from the Attacks of the Fantees: W/innebah 
guards the People under it from the Acroans, Fantees, and 
Aims. Accra has under its Protection the Remnant of 
ſome inland Nation, differing in Laws and Cuſtoms from 
all the Negroes around it. Theſe poor People have been 
fo furiouſly attacked by the Alims, that the Zngli/h, 
Dutch, and Danes, who have all Forts here, were hard put 
to it to defend them. 

All theſe little Nations whoſe Names I have mentioned, 
cannot bring 15000 Men into the Field,, which is not 
above one Tenth of the Force the King of Ahantee would 
attack them with, were our great Guns out of his Way, 
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[ 5 ] 
ment of the Negroes muſt be proportioned to 
the Danger they would be expoſed to by our 
forſaking them, and as That, without the ſpeedy 
lorcrpoſition of ſome other European Power, 
muſt terminate in their utter Ruin, ſo we 
could never expect Forgiveneſs from them, 
while any Memory of ſo faral a Step remained. 
The French, who doubtleſs would be our Suc- 
ceſſors, might eaſily avail themſelves of the 
Hatred of the Blacks, and prompt them to cut 
off ſuch Engliſh Long-boats as went aſhore for 
Water. The Fear of Puniſhment for ſuch Out- 
rages would prevent any Canoes from going 


aboard our Ships; thus might we be effectually 


excluded from all Intercourſe with the Negroes 
on this Coaſt. 

Theſe are not idle Surmiſes, but muſt be 
the neceflary Conſequences. of abandoning our 


Forts. The Negroes could not better expreſs 
their Deſire, that we ſhould remain among 


them, than by their Behaviour to the Compa- 
ny's Servants, when reduced to the utmoſt Di- 
lireſs, of which take the tollowing Specimens: 
Cape Coaſt Caſtle, the Royal African Com- 
pany's principal Fort on the Gold Coaſt, where 
they keep their Magazines (when they have 
any) has been ſo void of Ammunition within 
theſe Seven Years, that the Negroes have lent 
Lunpowder, to enable the Agents to ſalute one 
of their Brethren who was leaving the Coaſt, 
as can be atteſted by Mr. Gregory now in 
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[6] 
By the Company's Neglect to ſend out Goods, 
the Agents at Cape Coaſt have been reduced ſo 
low as to borrow Money of a Negro to dei ray 
the ordinary Expence of the Caſtle. This will 
appear by Cudjoe's Account in the Cape Coaſt 
Books. 

An abſolute Want of Naval Stores has 
forced the Company's Servants to have Re. 
courſe even to the Boatſwains of Men of 
War, who have been brib'd to embezil the 
King's Stores, which, upon Search, have been 
actually found both in the Company's Ware. 
houſe at Cape Coaſt, and aboard a Ship of 
theirs in the Road, commanded by Captain 
Bruce, who is now at home, and ready to at- T 
teſt the Truth of this Fact. 5 

As theſe are ſufficient Proofs of the Diſtreß fn 
of the Company's Servants, ſo like wiſe are they e, 
undeniable Evidences of the Attachment of -- 
the Negrocs to us; and ſhew, that they lookY,. 
upon our keeping the Forts as abſolutely neccl-Y;. 
fary for their own Preſcrvation. They couldg, . 
calily have taken a Fort, in which there was noo, 
Ammunition to defend it. But inſtead of takc-Fp,, 
ing Advantage of our Situation, and rebelling op 
againſt us, they generouſly ſupplied our Wants fc, 
deſiring nothing more than to continue undcrh, 
our Protection. anc 

I hope what I have faid, ſufficiently evince an 
the Neceſlity of preſerving our African Sethe 
tlements, as they are inſeparably connectc 


with the Trade of thoſe Countries Where the 
ad 


| EF] 

re ſituated. I ſhall next inquire, whether the 
' 8 47r:can Company deſerve to be any longer in- 
| ruſted with the Care and Management of 
neſe Settlements. 

This Royal African Company had their 
Charter from King Charles the Second, in the 
ear 1672. with the ſole Privilege of trading 
on the Coaſt of Africa, from Salee to the 
CY Cape of Good Hope, for the Term of 1000 
1 3 They continued till the Reign of King 
Jilliam with great Loſs to the Proprietors, | 
and no Advantage to the Nation, though they 
had the Duke of Tork for their Governor. 
This Prince, when he came to be King, made 
ſuch Stretches of his Prerogative, in favour of 
the Company, that ſeveral Merchants were 
ſent to Priſon, as Perſons obnoxious to his 
Government, for no other Crime, than endea- 
youring, in a legal Way, to recover Satisfac- 
tion for the Damages ſuſtained by them from 
the Conduct of the Company's Agents at Cape 
Coaſt. Theſe Agents, while their Maſters had 
Power and Money, were the Scourge of Inter- 
opers, who, when taken by the Company's 
Cruiſers, were treated worſe than Pirates. 
Indeed, if one was to judge from Appear- 
ances, there is room to ſuſpect, that the Com- 

pany and the Pirates had entered into an Alli- 

Iynce to ruin the Merchants; for what elſe could 
induce their Agents to remain idle SpeQators 
bile they attack'd and took Eugliſi Ships 

from under the very Guns of our Forts, whi- 
ther 


co}. 
her they had fled for Protection? However 
that be, neither the excluſive Privileges of the 
Company, nor the harſh Exerciſe "of thcir 
Power, could ſave them from Ruin (2). The 
Interlopers, notwithſtanding all the Difficul- 
ties they had to encounter, carried on the 
Trade to a much greater Extent than the Com- 
pany, and ſupplicd ſome Colonies with Slaves, 


which otherwiſe would have been quite ne- 


elected (3). Therefore the Parliament taking 
this Affair into Conſideration in the Year 1697. 
voted, that the African Trade ſhould be free 
and open to all his Majeſty's Subjects, and laid 
a Tax of 10 per Cent. for 13 Years, on all 
Goods exported to Africa, to defray the Ex 
pence of the Forts. After this the Company 

went on ſpending the 10 per Cent. and above 
30,000 /. of their own Money annually, which 
the Dircctors raiſed upon Bottomry-Bonds, at 


(2) In the Petition of the Company to the Houſe of 
Commons, January 2. 1696. when they were in full Pol- 
ſeflion of their excluſive Privilege, they repreſent, that 
they are reduced to the laſt Extremity, and cannot longer 
maintain the Forts and Settlements, In another Petition, 

anuary 16. 1696. this Diſtreſs is attributed to the Inter- 
lopers underſelling them, March 11. 1696. they applied to 
Parliament for Liberty to ſell their Forts to Perſons in 
Amity with this Crown : But the Petition was rejected. 

(3) The Virginia and Maryland Merchants and Planters 
in their Petition to the Houſe of Commons, December 7. 
1696. complained, that the Company ſeized all the Ships 
and Effects of the ſeparate Traders, who uſed to ſupph 
theſe Colonies with Negroes, and would not ſend ſo muci 
as one Slave thither themſelves. 
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25 per Cent. Diſcount, and by Calls upon the 
Subſcribers. In 1710. their Stock was quite 
exhauſted, and Queen Anne, upon an Addreſs 


of the Houſe of Commons, ſent out a Supply 


of Men, Proviſions, and Stores, to preſerve 
the Forts. In 1712. the Company owed 


298,000 J. which they paid by adding new ' 


Shares to their Stock, and giving them to their 
Creditors, who, by Act of Parliament, were ob- 


liged to take them. Not ſatisfied with paying 


their Debts in this manner, they made a By- 
Law, which obliged every Perſon poſſeſſed 
of a Share to pay in 3 J. to the Company, or 
forfeit his Share; many of the Creditors paid 


the Money, and loſt it as well as their whole 


Debts. 

From 1720. to 1723. the Company raiſed 
524,000 J. by new Shares. An eminent Peer 
was made a Director; Ships were fitted out, 
loaded with Goods and Miners. They fell a 
Trading, and digging through Mountains, in 
Search of Gold. Their Trading-Stock was 
ſoon ſpent; no Gold was found; and a great 


Hole in the Side of a Hill alone remains, as 


an everlaſting Monument of their Induſtry. 


In 1726. the Company made an Attempt to 
procure a Monopoly of the Trade of the Gold 


Coaſt ; but were ſo effectually oppoſed by the 
ſeparate Traders, that nothing was done for 


them till 1729. when the Parliament granted 
them 10,000 /. for the Support of their Forts. 
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From 1729. to 1743. the Company had 
10,000 /. annually ; but that Year they repre- 


ſented, by a Petition to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, That the 10,000 J. was ſo far from 


«& dcfraying the neceſſary Expence of the Forts, 
* that they had totally exhauſted the Trading- 


* Stock they were poſſeſſed of when that 


« annual Allowance was granted; ſo they 
* confeſſed themiclves no longer able to ſup- 
port them for 10,000 J. per Annum,” 

By a Manuſcript, in my Cuſtody, which 
came from the African Houſe, and has been 
handed about by the Directors, as a complete 
Juſtification of their Conduct, I find that Mr. 


Edward Sparke, Accomptant to the Com- 
pany, was the chief Inſtrument in procuring 
his Maſters the 20,000 J. voted in 1744. Tho 
by his Addreſs and Management he ſaved them 


for that Time, and received the Reward due 
to his Dexterity (4), yet as I have had Oppor- 
tunitics enough to make myſelf acquainted 
with their Proceedings, and am under no Ne— 
ccility of juſtifying any Man's Behaviour, I 
ſhall take the Liberty of making a few Re- 
marks upon this Paper, which will ſhew the 
Conduct of the Directors in a quite different 


(4) This Gentleman, for his Behaviour in 1743, had 
his Salary advanced from 1007. to 200 J. per Annum. He 
had likewiſe a new Salary of 50 J. per Annum, for his Trou- 


ble in making out the Accompts of Caſtle Charges, which 


was made to commence from 1737, and was paid 400 /. 
out of the Supply granted in 1744. 


3 Light 
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E 
Light from that in 4 their Accomptant 
endeavoured to make them appear. 

In order to this, I imuſt obſerve, that the 
Company have Eight Forts on the Go/d Cha, 
and only one ſituated on an Iſland in the River 
Gambia, about Ten Leagues from the Sea. The 
Expence of ſupporting Gambia is, to the Ex- 
pence of the Go/d Coaſt Forts, as about 14.00 /. 
is to 7400 J. If this Proportion be not ob- 
ſerved, and more Goods ſent to Gambia out 
of the public Allowance than are neceſſary 
for its Support, tis plain theſe Goods are ſent as 
a Trading- Stock, which is contrary to the In- 
tention of Parliament in granting the 10, 004. 
more eſpecially as ſending an extraordinary Sup- 
ply to Gambia mult leave the Gold Coaſt deſti- 
tute of Neceſſaries. 

Mr. Sparke acknowledges, that the Com- 
pany, in the Space of Twenty- ſix Months, from 
June 1739. to Auguſt 1741. exported to Gam- 
bia 9914.1, 8s. 2 d. which is charged by them 
to the Pablic, as ſcat to defray Caltle Charges. 
But he makes no Mention of the Returns 
from thence in that Time, which amount to 
9167 J. 6s. 2 d. all got by trading with the pub- 
lic Money. So that, in Fact, the Expence of 
Gambia, for theſe Twenty-{ix Months, inſtead 
of coſting the Company at the Rate of 4576/7. 


per Annum, as he would make the Reader be- 


lieve, amounts to no more than 373/. 115. per 
Annum. But if JI was to take in to this Ac- 
compt the Returns received from thence in 
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[ 12 ] 
Fanuary 1742. which amount to 7000/7. it 
would appcar, that Gambia, inſtead of being 
any Expence to the Company from 1739. 
to 1742. was the Means of putting ſeveral 
Thouſand Pounds into their Pockets. This 
Method of accounting with the Public, in 
charging cvery thing ſent out, and giving no 
Credit for Returns, purchaſed with the Money 


intended for the Support of the Forts atone, 


is unjuſt in the higheſt Degree. 

Lot ub now follow Mr. Har be to the Gold 
Coaft, and obſerve how he gloſſes over the 
Company's Management there. It ſeems Cap- 
tain Wyndham, who commanded a Man of 
War on the Guiney Station, had aſſerted, 
e That no Goods were ſent to Cape Coaſt 


e from Auguſt 1740. to Auguſt 1742.” To 
which Mr. S9azke replies, That there remained 


at Cape Coaſt, at the End of June 1 740. Goods 


to the Amount of 4267/7. 3 d. prime Coſt, 


but he docs not think proper to ſay what 


kind of Goods theſe were. If he had owncd | 
that they were made up of uſeleſs Guns, Pi— 


ſtols, Cutlaſſes, Hangers, rotten Perpets, and 
Long Ells, ſtringleſs Beads broken, and bar— 


relled up, all tranſmitted from one Warchoutc- 


keeper to another, on purpoſe to {well the 
Accompt of the Company's Effects, that they 
might not appear to kcep Forts without Goods; 


I fay, if he had owned this, and that out of 
the 42674. there were not 500 J. Value in 


Goods, at prime Coſt, ſaleable, he would only 
have 
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have told Truth, though indeed in that Caſe 
he might have loſt his Gratuity. 

From July 1740. to July 1742. he fays, 
6940/7. 175. 4d. in Goods, were {cnt to the 
Gold Coaſt, which ſmall Sum, no doubt, was 
taken for granted to be all intended for the 
Uſe of the Forts, and he is careful not to diſ- 
cover the contrary. Theſe Goods, if they be 
paid for yet, were paid out of the 10,000 J. 
granted by Parliament, and a Part of them to 
the Amount of 3355/. 5s. 24. were ſent out 
in purſuance of a Contract entered into here 
by the Company, to ſupply the French with a 
certain Number of Slaves (1); and their 
Agents, by their Inſtructions, declared that no 
Part of them was intended for the Support of 
the Forts. The Company's Servants, inftead of 
Engliſh Goods, were obliged to rake French 
Guns upon their Pay, firſt at Fifteen, then at 
Ten Shillings, when no Negro Trader would 
take them at Two Shillings; nay, they ſome- 
times even refuſed them in Preſents. The French 
Wine was, if poſlible, worſe than the Guns, be- 
ing ſour, inſomuch that, if the Company had 
plotted to poiſon all their Servants, they could 
not have recommended a more proper Potion. 

(1) This iniquitous Bargain had all the bad Conſe- 
quences it deſerved. The Company, by not performing 
their Covenant, incurred large Damages, which were paid 
to the French, out of the Parliament's Allowance for ſup- 
porting the Torts, while the English Creditors, who ſold 


their Goods on ſolemn Promiſes of Payment from that 
Fund, could not get a Farthing. 
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If I reckon no more than 1 500“. prime Coſt, 
loſt by this Barter on the Coaſt (beſides Da- 
mages paid here) it will reduce e Value of 
Goods ſent ro Cape Coaſt in two Years to 
5440 J. inſtead of 19,439 J. 6s. received neat 
from the Exchequer during that Time. 

But that I may not weary the Reader in de- 


tecting all the little Artifices made uſe of to 
defend a very bad Cauſe, I ſhall at once ſtate | 


the Account of the Directors Management 
from 1729. when the Parliament firſt granted 


the Company the 10,000/. per Ann. down to | 
this preſent Year 1748. charging them with | 
every thing they have received, and giving | 


them Credit for what Goods and Stores they 
have ſent out. 


Dr. The Directors of the Royal African Company, | 


| : J. "ay - 
To the Parliament's Rs re- 
ceived ſince 1729. : FL Oo 0 
To Returns from Cape Coaft, from 1729. 5 

— . - 17 4 
To Returns from Sie, from 1729. 8 

to 1742. - 39103 


To Returns from Gambia, fines 1742. 12,000 o o 


To 100 Oz. Gold from . in * 5 

1733. 0 0 
To Value of the Ship Unity recovered 19 10 
To the Eſtate of Gambols -=— - 8 0 
To Debts contracted ſince 1729. 105,000 0 © 
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from Decem. 31: 1729. to Decem. 31. 1748. Cr. 
| E 
By Goods on the Coaſt when the pub- 


lic Allowance was granted = = ene 
By Goods and Stores exported to Cape | 

Coaft from 1730. to 1743. - 11490. 4:9 
By Do. in 1744. — = - 14,000 © O 
By Do. ted to Gambia fr o. | 

1 „ 5 am * rom 730 44,905 17 3 
By De. in 1744. - > - 11,00 © 
By Do. in 1746. taken by the French - 236-4 9 
By Do. in 1747. - - - 2118 © 2 
By Do. to Yhydah from 1738. to 1746. 2521 16 1 
By Expence of Ships for the Fort's Uſe —_ 

for 18 Years at 500 J. per Ann, 9 
By Fees paid at the Exchequer = - 4705 19 © 
By Balance to be accounted for - 182,138 8 © 
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This Account is ſo very intereſting to the 


Directors, that I make no queſtion ; they 


will uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to deſtroy its 
Authenticity, as their Eſtates are deeply con- 
cerned in the Event: On the other hand, [ 
hope the Reader will excuſe me, it I go over 
the Articles of which it is compoſed, and ſhew, 
that where I am not abſolutely ticd down to 
exact Sums by the Company's own Books, [| 
have given every Eſtimate in Favour of the 
Directors. 
To begin then with the Debit Side of the 
Account. 
The Parliament's Allowance ſince 1729. ap- 
pears by the Votes of the Houſe of Commons. 
The Returns from the Gold Coaſt from 
1729 t0.1736. and from Gambia from 1729, 
to 1742. are taken from the Company's Books. 
The Returns from Gambia ſince 1742. arc 
gueſs'd at, becauſe the Directors have, theſe 
Two or Three Years laſt paſsd, tranſacted 
every Thing among themſelves fo ſecretly, that 


their Caſh-Book is not to be come at. Theic 


Returns are about 250 Tons of Gum and Bees. 
wax, by the Loyal Fudah, Captain Cowey. 
A Cargo of Bees-wax and Elephants Tecti} 
ſhipped by Captain Bruce, of the Company's 
Sneau Expedition, aboard a Man of War ; and 
the Cargo of a ſmall Veſſel, arrived laſt Year, 
called the Trimmer. 

All theſe Returns were conſigned to the 


Company ; but, to prevent their Creditors 
from 


E 
from ſeizing them, the Directors indorſed the 
Bills of Lading to one Mr. James Goddard, 
who entered the Goods at the Cuſtom- houſe 
as his own Property, and ſold them. The 


Produce of theſe Goods is not yet entered in 


the Company's Books; but, I dare fay, the Di- 


rectors will not deny that I am much below the 
Truth, when I charge only 12000 J. for the 


Whole. 
Tbe Value of the Ship Unity received from 


the Office of Claims, is taken from the Com- 


pany's Books, as is the Sale of Gambols. The 
Eſtate of Gambols in Antigua, the Reſidence 
of the late General Park, and one of the fineſt 
Plantations in that Iſland, fell into the Com- 
pany's Hands, at the Death of Mr. Cheſter, who 
owed them a large Debt. Though it was many 
Years in their Poſſeſſion, yet they always pre- 


_ tended they could get nothing from it, and 


therefore in 1739. fold it for 500 Guineas. 
I am no great Judge of the Value of V. India 
Eſtates, but cannot help thinking that they 


muſt be worth rather more than Four Months 


Purchaſe, as This is ſaid to make above 150 
Hogſheads of Sugar a Year, worth in London 
1500 J. I know that an Antigua Gentleman, 


now in England, has often declared, that he 


would have given 10,000. Guineas for that 
Eſtate, and thanked the Directors into the Bar- 
gain. 

It is not through Ignorance of the Fact, but 


becauſe I cannot ſtate the exact Sum, and to 
3 e w 
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ſhew the DireQors how little I am inclined to 
overcharge them, that I do not bring their 
Sale of Montſerrat Debts into the Account. 
They received about 1 500 J. for above 5000 /. 
of as good Debts as any in America. | 

I come now to the laſt Article of the Debit 
Side of the Account, which is the Company's 
Debts. It appears by the Balance of above 
180,000 J. due by the Directors, that they could 
have paid their Debts, which have therefore 
ariſen from their Miſapplication of the Parlia- 
ment's Allowance, and of the Returns from the 
Coaſt. Here I cannot help obſerving that the 
Company's Debts have been greatly augmented 
by the Directors, who, while they had any Re- 


putation as Directors, laviſhed it away in ſedu- 


cing unwary Tradeſmen to credit the Company, 
and the Parliament's 10,000/. was the annual 
Bait to tale them in. Was I to give a Hiſtory of 
theſe flagitious Proceedings, I could fill a Vo- 
lume ſooner than make them feel any Remorſe 
(2). The Conſequence of theſe Practices was, 

that 


(2) That I may not be ſuppoſed to accuſe the Direc- 
tors without any Facts to ſupport me, I ſhall produce one 
Inftance as a Specimen of their Behaviour : In 1744. a 
Butcher had Orders from ſome of the Directors to provide 


their Ships with Beef, who deſired him to charge it very 


low as he was to be paid upon its Delivery. The poor 
Man, not having Money of his own to complete the Or- 
der upon the beſt Terms went and borrowed what was ne- 
ceſſary. When the Beef was ſhipped, he went to the Afri- 


can Fuſe for Payment of his Bill, but he was told, the 


Money is all gone. In vain did he repreſent their Breach of 
| Faith, 


L 29 


that nobody would truſt the Company with- 
out charging their Goods 15 or 20 per Cent. 
higher than what they ſold them for to private 
Merchants. Therefore the Directors ought in 


Juſtice not only to be charged with all the 


Debts contracted ſince 1729. but likewiſe with 
whatever the Goods and Stores ſent to Africa 
have been charged higher than they could have 
been bought by private Merchants of good 
Credit. This would, at leaſt, make them ac- 
countable for 20,000 J. over and above what I 
have charged them 

In the "Account of the Company's Debts 
there is one Circumſtance which really aſto- 
niſhes me. December 31ft 1743. they owed 
72,6407. Since that Time they have received 
from Parliament, and from Gambia 42000 J. 
and have ſent out to Africa in Goods and 


Stores, only 27, 354 J. 9. 11 d. yet are their 


Debts increaſed 32, 3 60 J. Though they had 
charged the Public with the whole Expence of 


the African Houſe (which they deny they 


Faith, the Ruin of himſelf and Family; that he muſt ſhut 
up Shop and go to Gaol. Theſe Arguments how pathetic 
ſoever, were too weak to move ſuch an Audience. He 
was put in Gaol and ruined. His Wife went to the Door 
of the Court of Afſi/tants, praying the Directors, that ſince 
no Motives of Juſtice could prevail on them to pay the 
Debt they would ſo far extend their Charity as to give her 
Alms, to prevent her Children from ſtarving. The poor 
Woman broke her Heart, and is ſince dead; as is their 
own Servant Mr. Tasker from the ſame Uſage, and I am 
told his Children are now a Burden upon ſome Pariſh, 
though the Company owes them ſeveral hundred Pounds. 
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ever have done) yet that would only have 
amounted to 13,360/. (3): Conſequently there 
remains 33, 646 J. of Debt contracted in Five 
Years without any apparent Reaſon at all. 
Having gone through the Debit Side of the 


above Account, I come now to the Credit, in 
which there are only two Articles not taxen 


from the Company's Books. 

The firſt is 5000 J. Value of Goods upon 
rhe Coaſt in 1729. when the Parliament grant- 
ed the 10,000 J. On the z iſt of December 
1729. the Company valucd all their Effects on 


the Coaſt, except the bare Walls of their Forts 


at 30, 182 J. and in the Year 1743. when they 
confeſſed, in their Petition to the Houſe of 
Commons, that their Trading-Stock was quite 
exhauſted, they valued the ſame Effects at 
38,697 /. Both theſe Accounts are made up of 


(3) The annual Expence of the African Houſe is 26721. 


vi. 
J. 

Court of Directors - - - 1000 
Mr. Sparte Accomptant = 200 
Mr. Spence Secretary = = I 30 
Warehouſe-keepers - - 100 
Surveyors of Shipping - = 137 
Accomptant's. Clerks -« - 140: 
Secretary's Clerks - - = - os 
Porters = — - „ 1 
Houſe-Rent 5 - 200 
Contingencies EO - 6oo 

1. 2672 
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hmey-combed Cannon, old Stores, and un- 
falable Goods, kept upon Inventory, and 
charged at prime Coſt : Likewiſe all their Caſ- 
tle Slaves valucd at their own Prices. As there 
were no Artillery ſent out from 1729. to 1743. 

except a few Cannon, which could not ſwell the 
Account much above 5©0/. and as the Company 
cannot pretend that they had above 5000/7. of 
ſalcable Goods in 1743. (there being almoſt no 
Goods on the Gold Coaft at that Time) tis very 
evident they could not have near ſo much in 
1729. becauſe the Amount of their Effects in 
1743. exceeds the Amount of their Effects in 
1729. by 85151. 

The Second Article, not taken from the 
Company's Books, is 500 J. per Annum, for 
the Expence of Ships carrying Materials for the 
Repairs of the Forts. I know the Company 
charge 1000 J. per Annum on this Account, 
and likewiſe 20261. 12 s. 6d. for Freight, and 
lnſurante of Goods, ſent out to maintain their 
Forts, both which Articles ] reject, for the fol- 
lowing Reaſons: 

1 he Company charge the public Freight 
J ind Inſurance in the Invoices of all Goods ſent 
out to Cuiney, whether intended for the Main- 
tenance of the Forts, or to trade with at Gam- 
bia, for the Emolument of ſuch Directors as 
haye Intereſt cnough to ſhare the Returns. 
Conſequently when they haye Credit for the 
full Amount of theſe Invoices (as they have in 
my Account) they are allowed Freight and In- 


2 ſurance. 
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ſurance. Therefore charging them again by 
themſelves is abſurd. 
As to the Company's Charge of 1000 J. per 


Ann. for Ships and ſmall Veſſels attending the | 


Forts, which their Accomptant ſays, he is well 
red. is leſs than the Truth. I anſwer, when- 


ever a ſmall Sloop or Schooner has remained | 
any Time upon the Coaſt, the white Men 
aboard have been flipped into the Account of | 


Caſtle Charges, and charged to the Govern- 


ment as Soldiers at 27/. per Ann. each, to {well | 


that Account. When the white Men aboard 
ſuch ſmall Veſlels died, their Places were ſup- 
plied with the Company's Slaves at about Seven 
Shillings per Month. 1 have known one of 
them attend all the Forts on the Gold Coaſt, 
and not coſt the Company above 60 J. per Ann. 


Therefore Mr. Jparke is in the Right not to 
deſccnd to Particulars, for if he had, he would | 
have fallen ſhort, in ſome Years, at leaſt 800 


of his 1000 /. 
From theſe Remarks on the above Account, 


I hope it will appear to every unprejudiced | 


Reader, that I have been very far from exag- 
gerating the Charge againſt the African Di- 
rectors. On the contrary, had I free Acceſs to 


their Books, I could ſtate many Articles to | 
their Debit, of which I have now but an im- | 


perfect Knowlege, and therefore have omitted 


them intirely. Yet from the moſt favourablc 


Light in which I have repreſented the Manage- 


ment of thoſe Directors, the Creditors may be | 


con- 
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convinced, that it was neyer owing to any real 
Diſtreſs of the Company, but to the unſatia- 
ble Avarice of the Dirc&ors, that they have 
not all along been regularly paid. 

It would not be difficult to point out the 
Methods by which a great Part of the Com- 
pany's Debts were contracted, and to ſhew 


how ſome Men roſe from 70 /. per Ann. to 


20 or 30,000 J. Capital, without ever being in 
my other Buſineſs than that of the Company. 
The high Premium allowed by the Court of 


Aſiiants to one another, for advancing Mo- 


ney. to the Company, will appear by their 
Books. The Practice of buying up the Com- 
rany's Bonds at 30 or 40 per Cent. Diſcount 
by Brokers employed by the leading Directors, 
and then paying themſelves out of the Parlia- 
ment's Money, or the Returns from Africa, is 
yell known to ſome who have felt it to their 
Colt. The Secrecy and Caution obſerved by 
cunning Men, to prevent their being detected 


Win ſuch iniquitous Tranſactions, mult render it 


xtremely difficult to convict them in a Court 
of Juſtice ; yet I dare engage, that theſe Tranſ- 
tions, dark as they are, ſhall be fully detect- 
ed to the Satisfaction of the Honſe of Commons, 
fever that Honourable Houſe appoints a Com- 
mittee to Inquire into the Conduct of the Di- 

ors. 
Though I could have wiſhed that the Prayer 
of the Creditors Petition to the Houſe of Com- 
nons had been for an Inquiry into the Con- 
duct 
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I 
duct of the Directors, yet that Defect will cer. 
tainly be ſupplied, as it is almoſt Treaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that the Parliament will load the Na. 
tion with any Burden to pay the Company's 
Debts, merely to ſave themſelves the Trouble 
of an Inquiry, or yet that they will diſregard f 
the Complaints of anfortunate Sufferers, who 
deſire nothing but Juſtice from Thoſe, who, 
ſheltering themſelves behind a Royal Charter, 
are not to be come at by the Laws of the Land. 

One would imagine that the Directors, con- 
ſcious of all that I lay to their Charge, and 
finding their Reputation as low in Parliament. 
as in the City, would at laſt give up a Trut 


they have ſo long abuſed. But this is incon- 


ſiſtent with their Character. Some have gone ſo 
far, that retreating may be dangerous: Others, 
and Thoſe too of no ſmall Importance in the} 
preſent Direction, truſting to that Impunityl 
to which, from Experience, they have found 
their Folly has intitled them, think they may 
go any Lengths. So that inſtead of diſqualify- 
ing themſelves, as they are always threatening] 
one another; they have, by their Acquaintance] 
with a Perſon (4) formerly an Under-Manager 
of the late Charitable Corporation, got al 


Scheme which is to enable them, if it takes 


(4) Mr. Richard Willey voted no Object of Compaſſim 
by the Houſe of Commons April 1733. has had 200“ 
from the Company for his Scheme, as will appear by Mr, 
Spence's Book of contingent Expences. | 


Effect, 


LO = 
Effect, to abuſe the Nation for many Years to 


Come. 
They expect to have an Act of Parliament 


for laying a Tax of 4 per Cent. upon the Pro- 


fits of all Pawn-brokers, and the Produce of 
That to be appropriated to the Service of the 
Company for the Term of 32 Vears. This Tax 


they compute at 26, ooo. per Ann. neat; 


6000 J. of which is to be applied to the Pay- 
ment of their Debts by Annuities for the ſaid 
32 Years, proportioned to the Sum due to 
each Creditor. The remaining 20, ooo J. is to 
go for the Support of the Forts. 5 

Whether or no this Tax be proper, is the 
Buſineſs of Parliament, not mine, to detet- 
mine. But the Pretence of the Company, in 
asking ſo large a Sum, which is to ſet on Foot 
a Subſcription for a new Joint: ſtock, is a pro- 
per Object of Inquiry. 

Before I go further, I muſt obſerve, that the 
Forts in Africa can be ſupported for 10,000 J. 
much better than the Company has kept them 
for 15 Years paſt, at leaſt. And the asking 
10,000 J. more than enough, when we conſi- 
der the paſt Conduct of Thoſe who ask it, will 
convince an impartial Man, without any other 
Argument, that the Directors intend nothing 
but a Jobb, and look upon the Public, as their 
everlaſting Dupe. 

As toa new Company; The Engliſb, French, 
Dutch, Portugueſe, Danes, and Branden- 
burghers, have all tried to carry on the Affi- 
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can Trade by Joint- ſtock Companies, and have 


all had the Mortification to miſcarry. The 
Companies of England and Holland ſtood it 


out the longeſt, and made the greateſt Figures. 
The Latter, by the great Tax upon Portugneſe 
Ships; and the Former, by I do not know 


What Faſcination in the Directors, who found 
freſh Subſcribers, by lowcring the Value of the 
Stock, till it was annihilated. Theſe Compa-, 
nies, while they had any Trading- Stock remain- 


ing, were. perpetually quarrelling. The Near- 
nol of their Caſtles to one another, and the 
Avarice of each to ingroſs the whole Trade, 
kept up the Animoſi ity. Both Partics applicd 
to the Negrocs, who ſold Themſelves to the 
higheſt Bidder, and made War, even to the 
Pepopulation of ſeveral Countries near the 
Sea Coaſt, and, conſequently to the great Pre- 
judice of the Trade in general. During theſe 
Wats, ſuch Crimes were perpetrated, as even 
to this Day the Negrocs relate with Horror (1). 

Though 


( 1) The Dutch invited the preſent King of TFarſaw, 
then a young Man, into their Caſtle at Elmina, in the 
moſt friendly manner, with an Intent, as they afterwards 
confeſſed, to murder him, in order to ingratiate them- 
ſelves with his Enemy, the Ring of Aſhantee, before whoſe 
Army he was flying. But, happily for him, his Coun- 
fellors would not ſuffer him to accept the Invitation. 

The Engliſh, as they were the Rivals of the Dutch in 
Power, ſo were they reſolved to be ſuperior in Perfidy and 
Cruelty. The Company's Dire&or-General had the 
Weakneſs, and the Wickedneſs, to invite a Negro Prince, 


who had fought our Battles, and was victorious over - the 
Dutch, 
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Though Lols of Money and Reputation 
Was all that either Party got by theſe Wars, 


yet I ſhould not be ſurpriſed to ſee the ſame 


Plan purſued by a new Company. The Spi- 


rit of ingroſſing the whole Trade of the Go!/d 


Coaſt, would lead it to exterminate every black 

Nation whole Intereſt it might be to oppole 
ſuch a Deſign. The Method of embroiling 
the Blacks with one another is ſtill the ſame, 
and always practicable, whenever Thoſe are 
found who will wantonly laviſh away n 
among them for that Purpoſe. 

The National Advantage propoſed by the 
Advocates for a new Joint ſtock Company 
conſiſts in this: That by having large Aſſort- 
ments of Goods at every one of the Forts, 
they will be enabled to buy Slaves much cheap- 
er than Ships, as they can afford to give the 


Dutch, to Cape Coaft Caſile. The poor Negro knew not 
that his Enemies at Elmina, to whom he had done infinite 
Miſchief, had by their Emiſſaries perſuaded our General, 
that he was going to change Sides; a thing he never 
dream'd of. He therefore accepted the Invitation, was 
kindly entertained at Dinner by the General himſelf, 
who took his Leave of him in the moſt affectionate man- 
ner, and at the ſame time had Soldiers ſtanding at the 
Stair-foot, to murder him whenever he ſhould come down. 
Thefe Ryffans obeyed their Orders, to the Scandal of the 
Engliſh Name, and Diſgrace of human Nature. This 
Man's Sgull, with ſome others preſented us by our black 
Mertenurier, in theſe Wars, are yet preſerved in our 
Caſtles, as Trophies of our ViQorics, and could they be 
ſold for what they coſt in getting them, they would en- 
able the Company to do Juſtice to their Creditors. 
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Negro Merchants thoſe very Goods which 


they require. Such is the Nature of this 
Trade, that Goods in Demand will, in the in- 
land Markets, ſell for more than double the 
Price of thoſe very Goods when they are not 


wanted. Therefore, by giving the Negrocs 


only Goods in Demand, the African Com- 
moditics may be purchated 50 per Cent. cheap- 
er at Forts than by Ships, who carry an Aſſort- 
ment of every Thing, and muſt make one Ar- 
ticle put off another. 

I confeſs this Argument appeared 10 ſtrong 
to me, when I firſt turned my Thoughts to this 
Subject, that I was fully convinced that carry- 
ing on this Trade by a Joint: ſtock, was moſt 


for the Advantage of the Nation. But when 
I became poſſeſſed of the Materials which com- 


pole this little Eſſay, J ſoon found Reaſon to 
alter my Opinion. Private Adventurers, who 
have large Fortunes embarked in this Trade, 
and cloſe Connexions with Merchants in the 
Colonies, cannot eaſily give it up. If they 
ſhould have a Joint-ſtock Company to contend 
with, their Ships muſt give higher Prices for 
Slaves, by which Means the Nation will loſe 


by the Trade of the Ships, whatever is ſaved 


aſhore, and conſequently receive no Benefit 
by any ſuch Company. 

The Briſtol and Liverpool Merchants, who 
are the principal Guiney Traders of Britain, al- 
ways have, and ever will oppoſe the erecting a 


new Joint- ſtock Company. Theſe People have, 
from 


[ 29 ] 
om Experience, found themſelves more or 
es oppreſſed, as the Power of the Company 
an the Coaſt increaſed or diminiſhed. The dia- 
netrical Oppoſition of their Intereſt muſt al- 
yays Keep them at Enmity : And as the Di- 
ctors never choſe to do any thing by Halves, 
hey have carried their Inveteracy againſt the ſe- 
rate Traders even to a treaſonable Height (1). 


If the preſent African Company ſucceed in 


heir Application to Parliament, and raiſe a 
ge Joint-ſtock (for a ſmall one will not ſerve 
o keep their Warchouſes thoroughly aſſorted) 
0 carry on the Trade, what Reaſon can be aſ- 
pned why they ſhould not have the fame Fate 
Wi all Companies hitherto erected ? The Com- 
ay from 1672. to this Time, have ſpent 
434,737 J. 9s. 114. They have had every 
Wrivilege which the extenſive Power of the 
(town, before the Revolution, could beſtow. 
e Trade upon the Coaſt was in its Infancy 
Iren they were erected; the Advance upon 
Wicry Article of European Goods was very 
eat, yet nothing availed. Even during their 
Acluſive Charter, they became Bankrupt, and 


(1) In Queen Anne's War, our Company entered into 
nAlliance with the French Company, and agreed to give 


hem Notice of any Engliſh Traders going into the River 


banbia, that they might take them, which they did. In 
Lird Godolphin's Time, the French Agent, who concluded 
Wis Treaty, with the Directors, was ſent to Newgate, and 
ay there about Four Months: It was with the utmoſt Dif- 
iculty that the Directors themſelves eſcaped going along 
mth him. 


_ petitioned 
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petitioned the Parliament for Liberty to ſel 
the Forts to Foreigners. They tried every Mg (i 
thod of carrying on the Trade, but withou 
Succeſs. While they ſent Slaves to ſome C 
lonies, others were intirely neglected, inſolÞf | 
much that the Virginia and Maryland Mech 
chants and Planters, as I have obſerved beforq 
complained to Parliament in 1696. that thF I 
Company ſeized all the Ships and Effects of th? 
ſeparate Traders, who uſed to ſupply theſe Caf 1 
lonies with Negrocs, and would not ſend . by 
much as one Slave thither themſelves. Theiff 

Slave-Trade was conducted according to thi" 
private Views of the leading Directors, wha" 
ſharing the Commiſſions with the Agents i 3 
the Yet Indies, ſuffered them to cheat thE Kt 
Company with Impunity. When weary 1 jt 
trading to the Colonies, they entered int” 
Contracts here to furniſh Slaves upon the Coal | 
but theſe were never fulfilled on their Part, oc þ 
caſioned ſometimes by Wars among the Coal a 
Side Negrocs, fomented by their own AgcntÞ| 
which put a Stop to all Trade, or by Wa * 
among the inland Kings, which produced tag 
ſame Effect. In mort, nothing throve thaf 5 
they undertook, and by a Series of plundering 
Misfortunes, and -bad Management, both . 
Home and Abroad, they arc moſt deſervediy (0 
ſunk to rheir preſent — Situation. MW" 


What I have ſaid has, I hope, ſufficient!) We 
proved the following Propoſitions : : * 


Tha 
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oanex ions With the Negroes, and carry on 
Trade there. 


ly misbchaved as not to deſerve any fur- 
er Aid from the Public. 
That a new Joint-ſtock Company might, 


4 Jobb in the Hands of a few Directors; 
; ts in as e a Condition as at pre- 
if Jl ſhall now endeavour to point out ſome 
i thod to free the Cuiney Merchants from all 
ie Apprehenſions of a new Joint. ſtock 
+ Wpany 3 to {ccure the Poſſeſſion of the Forts 
(Mic Nation; to preſerve the Trade free and 
— n every- where to all his Majeſty's Subjects, 
q vcll aſhore as aboard Ships, and to reduce 
kxpence of all the Forts to about one half 
What the Company now asK for that Pur- 
4: 
4 -ﬀ this may be accompliſhed by commit- 
che Care and Management of the Forts to 
whole Board of 1 rade and Plantations, 
to ſome of the Lords of Trade ſpecially 
W.niioned for that Purpoſe: That theſe 
W1;/7oners be impowered to erect that Form 


10 


haſ ly to promote the general Intereſt of the 
Trade; 


| 5 e 


3 


That our Forts and Settlements on the Gold 
ſagſt muſt be kept, if we would preſerve our 


That the Royal African Comp any, from hes 
orporation to the preſent Time, have ſo 


Hie it ſubſiſted, diſtreſs the ſeparate Traders; 4 


7 in a little Time, and leave the 


Government upon the Coaſt, which is moſt 
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Trade; to name proper Perſons to go out and 
take Poſſeſſion of the Forts: That theſe Peg 
ſons be under their Orders, and be liable t 


be called Home, and legally proceeded againſſ 


when they ſhall! neglect or act contrary to thei 
Inſtructions: And laltly, That theſe Comm 


froners receive the Parliament's Allowance] 


veſt it in proper Goods and Stores to be anni 
ally ſent out to the mn at the caſch 
Freight. | 
Perſons of ſuch Kok intruſted with 0 
Care of the Forts, could not be influenced 
any private Views of their own, and therf 
fore, in all Probability, would at with mo 
Impartiality, than Merchants intereſted in tl 
Trade. One Clerk or Secretary to anſwt 
Letters, give Orders for Goods and Storg 
and ſee them ſhipped, would take off all tl 
Drudgery of the Bulineſs, and yet not „ 
Employment for half his Time. In ſhort, t il 
is the ſimpleſt Way of putting an End to ti 
troubleſome Affair; and would not only | 
attended with the leaſt Confuſion, but, accol 


ing to the beſt Informations I have been all 


to procure, would be moſt agrecable tot 
Inclinations of the Briſtol and Liverpoul Md 
chants, whoſe Opinions ought to have ord 
Weight with the Public, in cycry thing 
lating to the African Trade. | 

But if, notwithſtanding what l have ſaid] 
ſhould not be thought proper to put the Fo 
under the Care of the 'Lords of Trade, 


ll 


„ 
next beſt Method of diſpoſing of them is, to 
commit the Management of them to Thoſe 
moſt intereſted in their Preſeryation. For 
which Purpoſe all the Cuiney Traders of Lon- 
don, Briſtol, and Liverpool, may be incorpo- 
rated into one Company, every Member pay- 
ing a ſmall Fine, not exceeding Forty Shil- 
lings at his Entrance: That the Members of 
this Country, at each T7 own, chooſe Three Di- 


rectors, to be joined by Three nominated by 


the Crown, not Guzney Traders, to ſerve as 
Moderators in any Diſpute, where the Inte- 
reſt of one Town may ſeem to interfere with 


that of another: That the Directors at the Out- 


Ports have g Days to conſider of any 
Meaſure before they give their Opinions; and 


have Liberty to vote by Proxy : That the 


Power of this Company be the ſame with that 
propoſed to be veſted in the Lords of Trade. 

Either of theſe Methods would anſwer the 
National Purpoſe of preſerving the Forts, which, 
as I have proved, is chiefly to prevent their fall- 
ing into the Hands of our Nivals in Trade. 
But the preſent Directors of the Company, and 
their Friends, endeavour to repreſent the erect- 
ing an open Company as a chimerical Pro- 
ject, contrived by Somebody unacquainted with 
the Coaſt, and which can never be carried in- 
to Exccution, for the following Reaſons : 

1. That an open Company, without any 
Trading-Stock, is incapable of making tho 


neceſſary Alliances with the powerful inland 
| Princes, 


—— . — 


mn 
** 


DT aL RE 
. So po ng 
an; 2 


wn nes oe — 
Ter Phy ILSS.» 


— 2 


VA 8 IT 
» fra 


{Ae 
Ro 2 9 — 


1 
r — 


PE 
D 


Ne 7 3 
ASS NR FAR <> Ears Co. 
5 N * 
6 
Mr Ce 3 . 1 Fe es ©, 5 


„ee 
r 4 
3 


* 2 * by * N * 7 e * 25. * * 5 * 
3 


4 


on - — 

8 9 n 
8 — 

. — 2 „ ee . 


L341 


Princes, to ſecure to the Nation a Share of 
the Trade proportioned to the Number of our | 
Forts. 
2. That the erecting ſuch a Company is 
contrary to the Practice of the French and 


Duteh, who intruſt their Forts to Trading 


Companies, with ſufficient Encouragement to 
ſupport a Military E/tabliſhment, which they 
are left ro adjuſt to the peculiar Circum- 
ſtances of the Trade; but never ſuffer an in- 
dependent Military Force to interfere in the 
Government of their Forts. 

3. That the different Traders at the Forts, 
each endeavouring to get as much Trade as 
poſſible to himſelf, will raiſe the Value of 
African, and fink that of European, Commo- 


dities. | 


4. That the People at different Forts may 
have ſ parate Intereſts, and can never be 
brought to act in Concert, as if they were all 
the Seryants of one Joint-Stoc Company, car- 
ry ing on a Trade under one Direction, 
To conſider theſe Reaſons againſt an open 
Company, in the Order they ſtand, I ſhall be- 
gin with the Alliances of inland Princes. 
The African Company has made no Alli- 
ances with inland Princes in the Memory of 
any Man I ever converſed with. Indeed, when 
the Dutch Company and Ours had Money, 
they entered into Treaties with the Negrocs 
living near the Coaſt Side, and paid them for 
Cutting one another's Throats, to the great 
E Detri- 


35 


Detriment of the Trade in general. There is 
no King of great Power behind the Gold 
Coaſt, except the King of Aſßantee, and if 
either the Board of Trade, or an open Com- | 
_ pany, was to lay out 50 J. per Ann. on ſome 1 
trifling Preſent to be ſent him, they would 1 
find themſelves more cloſely allied to him 
than any Joint-ſtock Company ever was. The 
Sound of Alliances with inland Princes may 
have ſome Weight with ſuch as are Strangers 
to the Affairs of this Coaſt; but, for my own 
part, I know no good Purpoſe they can ſerve. 
No Treaty will prevent the Negroes from car- 
rying their Commodities to the beſt Market. 
To be civilly uſed, and honeſtly paid, is all 
that they require: The Servants of the Govern- 
ment, or of an open Company, by having the 3 
whole Profits of their own Trade, would have 2 
greater Inducements to bear with the Caprice 5 
and Inſolence of the black Merchants baff the 
Servants of a Joint-ſtock Company, who by 
having large Salaries, and ſmall Commiſſions, 
are not ſolicitous abuut the Increaſe of the 
Trade, but too often give way to their Paſ- 
ſions and Reſentments, and thereby baniſh the 
Negroes from the Forts, by their ill Ulage. 
As to the ſecond Objection againſt an open 
Company, that it is contrary to the Practice of 
the French and Dutch, Ianſwer, That the bad 
Succeſs of all their Joint-ſtock Companies 
is a good Argument againſt our ever erecting 
another. The French, in 55 Years, had Seven 


2 African 
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African Companies, moſt of whom became 
Bankrupt ſoon after their Eſtabliſhment; and 
perhaps they had had Seven more, and theſe 
all ruined too, by this Time, if Mr. Law had 


not united the Laſt, in 1719. to the great Com- 
pany of the Indies. The Dutch Company 


have now no Trading- ſtock, their Forts are 
ſupported by a Tax on ſuch Portugueſe Ships 
as go upon the Coaſt, and by ſome Revenues 
they have in the Weſt Indies. They grant Li- 
berty of Trade to all their Factors, and there- 
fore are in fact an open Company, and have 
been fo for many Years, without finding any 


Inconveniencies attending ſuch a Conſtitu- 


tion. 
If the DireQors of our Company had ever 


paid the leaſt Attention either to the Good of 


their Country or their own Characters, they 
would long ere now have followed the Ex- 


ample ſet them by the Dutch in this Particu- 
lar, Inſtead of that, though they have had no 


Stock of the Company's to trade with for 
many Years, yet have they hitherto exacted an 
Oath of all their Agents and Factors, not to 
trade for themſelves on any Pretence whatſo- 
ever, and agreed to pay their Salaries in Gold. 
But when theſe poor People went upon the 
Coaſt, they ſoon found, that, inſtead of Gold, 
they muſt take ſuch unſaleable Goods as could 
be afforded them. The Goods given the Com- 
pany's Factors for their Pay, are ſeldom ſo 
much in Demand, as even to purchaſe Slaves, 

with- 
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without a Mixture of other Sorts : And when 
they have got Slaves in Barter, the Ships to 
which they muſt ſell them can afford to give 
only a ſmall Part of the Price in ſuch Goods 
35 Will ſell for Gold to purchaſe European Pro- 
viſions. With the Remainder they muſt either 
buy more Slaves, or throw them away. This is 
Fthe State of the Caſe when the Company ſup- 
Joly the Forts with Goods: But, within theſe 
J Eight Years, they have been without Goods 
upon the Coaſt, and the Factors were put to 
their Shifts, each to maintain his own Fort, 
which otherwiſe muſt have been abandoned. 


Theſe People, when they came home, inſtead 


of being paid the Money ſo laid out, were 
obliged to go to Law with the Company, who 
FJ d:fended themſelves till ſued to an Execution, 
then paid the Coſts, and granted Bonds; by 
JF vhich means the Expences of the Forts ſwell- 
ed above 50 per Cent. higher than if the Par- 
liament's Allowance had been honeſtly applic 
for that Purpoſe. 

By this Oath, the Company's Servants were 
J obliged to remain idle Spectators, while the 
IJ french (ſettled at Annamaboe) and the Dutch 
tan away with the whole Trade of the Gola 
Coaſt during the late War, This Proceeding 
rendered us deſpicable in the Eyes both of 
Europeans and Negroes, inſomuch that our 
Company's Servants were inſulted by the 
Dutch, who could not conceal their Con- 
tempt of us, notwithſtanding the great Ad- 
vantages 
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vantages ariſing to them from our Inactivity: 
Nay, even the very Maſters of Engliſb Ships 
did not think their Gold and Elephants Teeth 


ſafe in the Cuſtody of the Company's Agents 
at Cape Coaſt, but left them with the Dutch f 
General of Elmina to be ſhipped home in the 
firſt Engliſo Man of War for Security, But : 
to return to my Subject. 
In X Anſwer to the next Objection againſt an 
open Company, that it tends to ſink the Va- | 
lue of European, and raiſe that of African 
Commodities, by proving greatly too much | 
it has no Weight at all. It may be made ule | 
of againſt the manner of carrying on every open 
Branch of our Commerce. It all the Trade 
of Britain was in the Hands of Joint-ſtock } 
Companics, with excluſive Privileges, foreign | 
Nations muſt pay thoſe Companies their own 
Price for ſuch Brit; Manufactures as they | 
could not be without; while in Return they | 
would receive rather leſs for their own Pro. 
dice than at preſent. But what would be the | 
Reſult of all this? Foreigners would chuſe to 
have as little to do with us as poſlible, by which | 
means our Navigation, and conſequently our 
Naval Power would decreaſe, as theſe are in- 
ſeparably connected with a free and extended | 


Commerce. 


In Anſwer to the laſt Argument againſt an | 
open Company, that the People at different | 
Forts, having ſeparate Intereſts, can never be 


brought to act in Concert, like the Servants of | 
RE 


WA 
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2 Joint-ſtock Company under one Direction; 
| reply, that the Servants of the Dutch Com- 
pany are now in the ſame Situation. Every 
Perſon among them endeavours to procure as 
much Trade as he can to the Fort where he re- 
fides, and they find no Inconvenience nor Con- 


; fuſion attending it. They have a Council eſta- 
bliſſed at Elmina, conſiſting of the Director- 
J General (who has a Commiſſion from the S7ares 


as well as from the Company) the chief Mer- 
chant or Warehouſe-keeper, and five of the 


principal Factors of the Out-forts, which Coun- 


al has Power to manage all their Affairs upon 
the Coaſt. Whenever any of their Factors at 


te Out. forts acts contrary to his Duty, a Com- 


plaint to the Council caſbiers him, and puts it 
out of his Power either to do more Miſchief, or 


Jo advance his Fortune. 


Having obviated the Objections againſt an 
hen Company, I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew 


by what Methods either the Lords of Trade, 
For ſuch a Company, may govern the Forts more 
for the Intereſt of Trade in general, than any 
Joint ſtock Company has ever yet done. 


In order to this, the firſt Step neceſlary to be 


Inken, in my Opinion, is the erecting a Council 
Fit Cape Coaſt, with the fame Power of the 
$Dutch Council at Elmina. 


That, immediately upon the Arrival of T hoſe 


who ſhall be ſent out to take Poſſeſſion of the 
Forts, they ſhall aſſemble all the Negrocs in 
trery Town under our Protection, and, in the 
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Prefence of the Officers of the Men of War | 
 ſach Merchant-Ships as ſhall be there at the 
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on the Guiney Station, and of the Maſters of 


Time, declare, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 
that the African Company's whole Right to all 
the Engliſh Forts on the Coaſt, is either veſted Þ 
in the King, or in an open Company (as that 
ſhall be ſettled), and that every Britiſb Subject, 
for the future, has full Liberty to trade where : 
he pleaſes at all the Forts, whether aſhore, or 
aboard Ship ; and that all the Officers at theſe} 
Forts, of what Denomination ſocver, arc ex- 
preſly forbid to do any thing tending to reſtrain 
that Liberty. 
1 appeal to all Men who ever lived on the 
Gold Coaſt, and who know how tenacious the 
Negroes are of their Privileges, and how fond 
of drawing every little Conceſſion made them 
into a Precedent, whether ſuch a Proclamations 
would not inſtantly render the Trade as free to 
Engliſh Ships at every one of our Forts, as it is 
now at Annamaboe, which is the Mart of the 
Gold Coaſt, and owes its Greatneſs chiefly to 
the impolitic Conduct of the Engi: ſh and 
Dutch Companies. 
A free Intercourſe betwixt our ships and 
the Blacks living under our Forts, muſt neceſ- 
farily produce a great Increaſe of Trade. The! 
large Profits made by the Coaſt-ſide Negrocs, 
as Brokers betwixt the Ships and the inland 
Merchants, would not only enrich them, butY 
prove an Inducement to others to ſettle in our! 
2 Towns, 
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Towns, that they might enjoy the ſame Privi- 
leges, and have the Slaves, Gold, and Ele- 
phants Teeth, of their Relations in the Coun- 
try, conſigned to them. By this Freedom of 
Trade, more than by any new Joint-Stock 
Company, ſhould we unite the Negroes of 
all the inland Nations to fayour our Intereſts. 
Even the Blacks ſettled under the Dutch Forts, 
unleſs they were put upon the ſame Footing, 
would ſoon deſert them, and come under our 
Protection. Thus, by the Greatneſs of our 
Negro Towns, the Conſumption of our Ma- 
nufactures and Rum would be ſo increaſed, 


that, excluſive of the S/ave-Trade, the Public 


would be ſufficiently compenſated for any Al- 
lowance it might grant to ſupport the Forts. 
Theſe Towns would anſwer all the commercial 
Purpoſes of Britiſb Colonzes, without ever be- 
coming the Graves of any Number of Britiſb 
Subjects . | 


By this Conſtitution, the great Flow of Trade, | 


which has been for many Years to Annamaboe, 
would be divided into as many different Cha- 
nels as we have Forts, and conſequently would 
lay the French Trade to this Coaſt under greater 
Diſadvantages, than if we erected a new Joint- 
Stock Company, which would treat our own 
ſeparate Traders as if they were Frenchmen, 


and would become Bankrupt in a few Years{7). 
| I cannot 


(7) By a Report made to the Houſe of Commons, Novem- 


ber 26. 1690. it appeared, that while the Forts on the om 
(> Coa 3 
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[42 ] 
I cannot conceive any other Objections to an 
open Company with a public Allowance, or to 
rhe Government's taking the Management of 


the Forts into their own Hands, unleſs it be 


faid, that the Negroes in the Towns, and the 


Coaſt were in the Hands of the Engliſb Eaſt India Company, 
before granting the Trade in the Year 1663. to a Company Þ 
with a joint Stock; and afterwards, when managed by 
that Company, after the Manner of a regulated Company, 


granting Licences to all Ships that would, to trade there ; 


there were many more Engliſb Ships employed in that 
Trade, more of our Manufactures exported, and the Ame- 
rican Colonies more plentifully ſupplied with Negroes, and 
at much lower Rates, than they have been when the Trade 
to Africa hath been carried on by a joint Stock. | 

While the Engliſb, in general, were thus at Liberty to 
trade to Africa, they did ſo underſell the Dutch, that the 
Factors at Elmina confeſſed, if that open Trade continued 
to the Engliſb, they ſhould not be able to ſupport the 


Charges of their Caſtles out of the Profits of their Trade, 


and muſt take other Meaſures, or leave the Coaſt. But 
fince the Trade has been carried on by the Engliſb in a 
Joint Stock, excluſive of all others, the Actions of the Dutch 
Company are riſen to four times the Value to what they 


were when the Trade was open, and all the Engliſh, in 


general, permitted to trade there. ] 
Theſe Reaſons produced the following Reſolutions of 
the Houſe of Commons. 1 
REsoLVED, 
„That the Trade to Africa is beſt for the Benefit of 
<< the Nation to be carried on by a regulated Company. 
RESOLVED, | | | 
That Forts are neceſſary for ſecuring and carrying on 
& the Trade to Africa. | | 
ORDERED, 


That a Bill be brought in upon the ſaid Reſolutions.” 
But the Company, by their Intrigues, got a Stop put to any 
further Proceedings. | 


Vid. The printed Journals of the Houſe of Commons. 
| Fattors 


12 
Factors at the Forts, will run away with all 
the Trade; and therefore the whole Scheme 
only tends to promote the Intereſt of a few In- 
dividuals, at the public Expence. 

To this I reply, Whoever knows the Import- 

ance of the Gold Coaſt Trade to the Sugar Co- 
lonies, and attends to what I have ſaid of the 
Neceſlity of keeping our Settlements there, to 
prevent any other Nation from taking Poſſeſ- 
ſion of them, and thereby driving us out of the 
Trade, muſt allow, that it is for the Intereſt of 
che Public to ſupport and maintain them, tho' 
there ſhould be no Trade carricd on at any of 
them. It has likewiſe been ſhewn, from the 
Experience of paſt Times, that there is the high- 
eſt Probability of a new Joint-Stock Company” S 
oppreſſing the ſeparate Traders, and in a little 
time ſinking as low as the preſent. Then may 
another be propoſed, and another; and ſo on, 
from Jobb to Jobb, till the Colonies have no 
further Occaſion for Slaves. Whatever the 
Trade of the Forts or Negro Towns might be, 
it would ſerve to enable our Ships to finiſh 
thcir Voyages in a ſhorter Time, and would 
only interfere with the Trade of the Dutch, 
who would buy all Slaves, Gold, and Teeth, 
in the Abſence of Ships, were we out of their 
Way. Likewiſe all the Profits made either 
by the Factors, or the Negrocs, in trading with 
Ships, would centre here at laſt. 
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I have, at the End of this little Eſſay, an- 
nex d an Eſtabliſbment for every one of our 
Forts, except Mhydab, which I am clear for 
abandoning. By being ſituated 3 Miles from 
the Sea, it is abſolutely in the Power of the 
King of Dahomy to ſtarve it into a Surrender 
when he pleaſes. This Man, by his Avarice 
and Cruelty, has almoſt depopulated his Coun- 
try, and conſequently deſtroyed the Trade. 
What little of that remains, is chiefly in the 


Hands of the Portugueſe (8). Theſe People 


have, from Experience, found, that the MH. 


dah Slaves live longer in their Mines in Bragil 


than any others; and therefore have raiſed the 
Price of them above what is paid for Slaves in 
any of our Colonies, in order to prevent the 
French (who have a Fort there alſo), or us, 
from buying any, except ſuch as they refuſe. 
This they can eaſily afford to do, as a good 
Slave is worth 50 J. in Brazz/, excluſive of the 
King's Duties. The Engliſh have not ſent a 
Ship to purchaſe a Cargo of Slaves, at this Place, 
theſe 12 Ycars; aud, as the Price till riſes as 
they grow more ſcarce, tis probable we ſhall 
never fend another; therefore all that remains 


for us to do, is to endeavour to get off the 


Company's Slaves, and abandon the Fort. 


(8) The Portugueſe have a Fort at 1/hydah, belonging to, 


and ſupported by, the King of Portugal, who grants Li- 


berty of Trade to all his Subjects, each for himſelf, without 
any Company, | 
In 
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In my Eſtabliſhment, I have allowed a ſuffi- 
Ident Number of white Men in each Fort, to 
Inake it reſpeted by 7 ho/e who live under its 
Guns, and to defend it againſt any ſudden At- 


Jack, but hardly enough to withſtand a great 
Pody of inland Negroes, though even that, as 
ney have no Cannon, requires but little Force. 
Wy ſuch an Eſtabliſhment, not only the Lives 
f white Men, who die faſt in Guzney, may be 
Jared, but the Expence to the Public leſſened, 
Ind the Forts rendered dependent upon each 


e upon that of Dzxcove for their Repairs. 
When an inland Prince intends to make War 
pon any of the Towns under our Protection, 
the World is appriſed of his Deſign at leaft 
Months before he puts it in Exccution 
erefore the People at Cape Coaſt have ſufficient 
ime to ſend every thing neceſſary for a De- 
W:nce, Beſides, in theſe Cafes, the Towu's 
eople go into the Forts, and aſſiſt in firing the 
eat Guns; and they may always be depended. 
In, as the Loſs of the Fort would involve them 
u utter Ruin. 
Theſe Wars do not happen once in 10 Years, 
Ind the keeping up a great Number of Soldiers 
Tt all the Forts, on their Account, would only 
e throwing away Money,and Mens Lives, to no 
Furpoſc. 
This ſome of the African Directors know ſo 
ell, that, Idare ſay, though they had got the 
0 7921, which they once pretended was neceſ- 
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ther for their Preſervation, as they muſt all 
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ſary for the annual Support of the Forts, their 
Eſtabliſhment would never in reality have ex- 


Muſter- Rolls might have appear d at the Ex- 5 


of 9891 J. 175. 64. which is more than the: C 
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ceeded mine, how formidable ſoever their 
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chequer. : 

In 1744. and 1745. the Directors made two : 
Eſtimates of the annual Expence neceſſary fork 
ſupporting their Forts, which were both ſign'4Þl 
by their Accomptant, and differ'd in the Sum 17 


whole Amount of my Eſtimate, and plainly 
ſhews they are cither ſo ignorant of the State off 
their own Forts, or pay lo little Regard to haf 18 
the World thinks of them, that they are not ati N 
the Trouble even to /ave Appearances with tac! 1 
Public. Li 


It is now induſtriouſly reported, for what 1 5: 
Reaſon it is not difficult fo guefs, that the anW-o 1 
nual Charge of the Forts in the Hands of thao V 
Government would ſwell to above 80,000 /] Ligh 
But I hope the Time is near, when ſuch LittlaY Thet 
Arts will no longer protect the Directors againſſi or 
the juſt Complaints of their unhappy Creditors 
when the Cries of the Widow and Fatherleſs to 
who have been expoſed to Miſery by their 14 
ſidious Conduct, ſhall reach Thoſe, who have 4 
Right to inquire, and a Power to puniſh ſucly ! So 
as ſhall be found Delinquents in a Mann'h bo 
ſuited to their enormous Criiuès. Medi 
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45 Eſtimate of the annual Charges of ſupport- 
ing and maintaining the Britiſh Forts and 
Serrlements on the Coaſt of Africa. 


In the River of Cambia. 


JAuEs For. 


5 Y Director \Paymaſter, and Warchouſe-keeper, 
= per Ann. - - J. $200 
Deputy and Accomptant = © | =, - » 100 
lll © J. 660 120 
4 1 Surgeon - — - - - 100 
| 1 Surgeon" Mate p —— 60 
Table (Proviſions being very cheep) . 
Gunner and Armourer - — 50 
Carpenter — = 50 
Maſon = — — — 50 
r - „„ 
Lieutenant - „ 60 
2 Sergeants - - - . 20 60 
20 Soldiers - - 01.20 400 
ꝛc0 Men Slaves for the Uſe of the Fort 1.6 120 
io Women Slaves - - 63 ;-30 
Lights for the Fort's Uſe — - I2 


Foo 


WJ Theſe Salaries to be paid in Goods, or in Gold, 
or Elephants Teeth, purchaſed with Goods 
at 70 per Cent. Advance (clear of all 
Cha: ges); therefore in Sterling they amount 
to 1 — — 


General Charges in Sterling Money. 


'K Sloop of 20 Tons, and 1 Long Boat to carry J 200 
Water — 

JGunpovy der, Military Stores, and Caſtle Flags 130 
Medicines and Surgeons Inſtruments - 25 
Tradeſmens Tools - . „ 
Soldiers Cloaths, at 1 J. 4 5. per Suit 5 "Is 
Stationary Ware - — — 8 


The whole Expence Of Gambia i 
Carried forward, . 0 


Sterling. 
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. forward _ = - 
Oz the GoLD Coasr. 
Dixcove, from whence is carried the Timber 
for repairing the other Forts. | 
1 Chief - — 4 J. 100 


8 terlins, 


1374 


1 Writer - - 0 60 
1 Surgeon - - „ 60 
1 Carpenter — - - - $56 
x Gunner and Armourer n - 50 
Sergeant — — - - 36 
8 Soldiers - — J. 27 216 
12 Canoe- men - 8 - 1.6 72 
go Men S'aves, Carpenters, Sun pen, ne _ 
Labourers - 61 
10 Women Slaves — — ; + 6 
Linguiſt | WO 
Lights for the Forts Uſe, and Palm Oil for 5 
the Sawyers 
Canoes at Gold Price, 1 eleven band, I five hand 16 
— 1014 
Sterling at 60 per Cent. Diſcount en of all 6 
Charges) — 4 
Succondee. 
1 Chief - - - 120 
1 Writer - — - 60 
1 Gunner and Armourer 5 50 
1 Sergeant - - - 36 
8 Soldiers 0 - . [i 27 286 
7 Canoe men - 4. 6 42 
10 Men Slaves — . 6 00 
8 3 
Linguiſt - - 12 
Lights for the Fort s Uſe - 6 
Canoes, 1 ſeven, and 1 three hand 10 F 
—610 
Sterling at 60 per Cent. Diſcount = - 3814 
Commenda. ; 
1 Chief 6 - - I00 
I Writer * - . 60 
I Surgeon for this Fort and Suceondee £ 60 
1 Carpenter - - - 50 
1 Gunner and Armourer - 560 
1 Sergeant 7 - - 
Io Soldiers - — 270 
a — — 


Carried forward 3 1.626 1.2389 | 


Enter: 


sterlin 


Auna 7 
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Sterling. 
Brought forward 2389 
5 Commenda brought forward - 626 - 
7 Canoe-men LB a * 61. 42 
＋ Men Slaves - — -'_ 6 90 
10 Women 3 „ 
Linguiſt 3 12 
Lights for the Fort 8 Uſe _— +: 
Canoes, 1 Seven Hand, 1 Three Hand - IO f 
— $10 
Sterling at 50 per Cent. Diſrount cle 
CAPE gal CASTLE. 
Director and Paymaſter - « 300 
Deputy and Warehouſe-keeper - - . 250 
! Secretary and * — 200 
Furgeon 8 150 
Table for Theſe and Strangers - = 500 
Writers to ſupply the Forts in Caſe } 26 
of Death - 1.8 7 19 
+ Surgeon's Mates - 71.80 160 
i Armourer to act as Gunner 60 
1 Maſon to inſpect the Repairs of the 8 p 
Forts T 
Smith, x Shi Car ence, I Gaul: 
= ker, 1 * 15 5 8 
Lieutenant — - 80 
WW: Enſign - - - - - 5 
W 2 Sergeants . - - -' - Lo 8 
Drummers (Negro Slaves). - 4. 6 12 
b Soldiers - © mn [. 25 1680 
Wy: Bom-boy = , = - - 50 
„ ũꝶMA += 60 
=; Meſſengers - = : WM £0” 29 
36 Canoe-men * - £5 26 
ioo Men Slaves, een and La- 16S 
bourers - - - : N 
jo o Women 5 — - ">: > Jo | nw 
ights for the Fort's Uſe - - 40 
Canoes. 1 Thirteen Hand, 2 Eleven, 5 
1 Seven, 1 Five, and 1 Three : - bo 
Entertainment of black Viſitors ” 5207 
Sterling at 60 per Cent. Diſcount 3295 
Amamaboe, if the Negroes will ſuffer it to be rebuilt | 
on good Terms (which I have the higheſt Rea- 381 
lon to believe they will not) the ſame as Succondee 
Il Carrried forward 6535 
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| | Sterling. 
| Brought forward | 6535 
TANTUMQUERRY, a ſmall 
Fort, or Factory. 5 | 
6 1 Chief —_ *:-: : - © 
N 1 Sergeant and Gunner 25 ̃ 
f 6 Soldiers FF — 1 7 
5 Canoe-men — _ 3 c 
10 Men Slavcs =_ - * ( 
's Women - - J. 3 | 
Linguiſt - | 5 8 
Lights, for the Fort's Uſe += © = . 4 
1 Five-hand Canoe — OD 
Sterling, at 60 per Cent. Diſcount — 
WINNE BA, 
The ſame as Succondee, wich the Ae 
of a Surgeon ? f 
A CA, / tuated in the Neigh- $ 
V Bour hood of the Dutch and Danes. C 
1 1 Chief - - 72 
| 1 Writer as > — 0 
1 Surgeon — - 
. A Table, as this is an expenſive Place 
'4 1 Carpenter - - 
i 1 Gunner and Armourer 232 
1 Sergeant = — 3 
12 Soldiers * 
A | Linguiſt — — N 
. 7 Canoe- men 6 
20 Men Slaves - „ 
4 | 10 Women Slaves — 1. 3 
1 Lights for the Fort's Uſe — 
4 Canoes, 1 Seven and 1 Five hand 
4 Sterling at 60 per Cent. Diſcount _ 
74 PRAMPRAM, 
1} The ſame as Tantumquerry — 


a 


Sterling. 
Brought forward - — — 8125 
GENERAL. CHARGES on the Gold Coaſt, iz Sterling. 


Gun- powder „„ 300 
2 Sloops of 30 Tons each - - 
ilitary Stores and Caſtle Flags - - 200 
edicines, and Surgeons Inſtruments *' = 100 
Idiers Cloaths — 5 150 
round-Rents (inſtead of 450 J. charged by the 5 

Company) 3 - 5 
tationary Wares — 5 O 
urniſhing Limeſtone for Repairs of the Forts 250 

| — 7765 

: Total Expence of all the Forts J. 9890 


About 2500 J. Sterling will be required at 
rſt, to ſupply the Forts with Artillery and 
tores. But after the above E/7abliſhment is 


once complete, the Savings, by the Death of 
white Men, in this unwholſome Climate, will 
defray all the Expences of keeping it up. 
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